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      PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
             Meeting Minutes 

             November 2, 2022 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 11-2-2022 at City Building.  

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: Jeff Napier, Jane Davis, Scott Pun, Barbie Woehrmyer, Scott Nash, Lindsay Mescher, 

Susan Galise, Bobby Galise, KC Stallings, Shawn Ford, and Casey Burdick  

A. Approval of October Minutes:   

Park Board: Motion to approve by Lindsay Mescher, seconded by Jane Davis, approved by the 

board. 

 

B. Agenda:  

1. Introduce new member, Barbie Woehrmyer 

The board vacancy has been filled.  Barbie Woehrmyer was approved by City Council to join the 

committee. Welcome to Barbie!   

 

2. Bike Park - Rugged Duathlon, Trail Signage 

Rugged Duathlon at the Bike Park.  Jeff contacted Topo Adventures and they are on board with 

helping to advertise and time the event. It will be on Saturday, June 24th, 2023.  Who is interested in 

being on the planning committee and what days are best for meeting?  Scott Pun and Scott Nash were 

both interested.  Casey is planning a meeting for November.  

 

Casey is working on updating the map for the Bike Park and would also like to work on creating 

branding for the City’s trail system on the whole.  Casey is working with the GIS and 

Engineering Dept on mapping the trails.  She is also working with the Marketing person on 

creating a logo and presented a couple of options, the group unanimously selected the green logo 

that incorporated biking and walking elements.  The new signage and updated maps are a big 

priority before the end of the year. Jeff is going to see if he can help Casey convert information 

from Garmin Connect to ArcGIS to make the project go easier.  

 

E-Bikes discussion: Casey has reached out to CORA and they were actually discussing this topic 

at an upcoming meeting as well.  Liv and Sherman said that Ohio and Indiana State Parks are 

working on policy statements.  Casey will provide information on those as they develop. The 

group agreed we need to have a policy for both the mtn bike trails and the paved trails.  

  

3. Miller Park- Welcome Center  

Construction is underway.  There is some concern that the project won’t be completed by the 

November 25th contract deadline.  The contractor said he would know better by the end of this week if 

the MEP Welcome Center would be completed by the deadline. The Warren County Foundation is 

working with the Savage Family to try to set up a dedication event for December 14th.  Please safe the 

date.  Casey will update the Park Board on what is planned for the dedication. 
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Trail & Brick Update-Shawn and Cody are working on getting materials to re-gravel and repair the 

entire gravel path at MEP this fall/winter.  Also, the dedicated bricks along the entrance walkway are 

going to be moved to light the concrete sidewalk leading to the Welcome Center.  This is because in 

their current location, the bricks are not well secure and are frequently covered with rocks, dust, and 

debris.  Moving the bricks will take place after the construction of the Welcome Center is complete.  

 

Prairie Maintenance-There is a lot of concern regarding the prairies in both MEP and the Bike Park 

and the fact that they are being overgrown with invasive plants like teasel, Canada thistle, and callery 

pear. Over the past two years, Shawn has mowed the worst patches of teasel a couple of times a year 

in an effort to mechanically control the plants.  But it hasn’t been effective.  Casey did a walk through 

MEP with a Division of Wildlife biologist to get an idea on if they prairies were salvageable or if they 

needed to be killed back and replanted.  The thought was that they were salvageable if we acted soon.  

It was recommended to do an early spring (late-March/early-April) herbicide spray over the prairie 

areas to treat the teasel while it is still in its rosette phase and very few other plants have started 

actively growing.  This timing will minimize the damage to non-targeted species.  It was also 

recommended to do a basal bark treatment on the lower stems of the callery pear or cut and treat the 

cut surface.  This again will minimize the number of non-targeted species being impacted. Casey is 

working to hire a contractor who specializes in treating non-native invasives species to do this work. It 

will most likely need to be done for two year then re-evaluated to determine if additional treatments 

are needed.  

 

4. Oktoberfest 

Oktoberfest went well!  A big thank you to the Oktoberfest Committee and Park Board members Jeff, 

Scott P., Jane, and Lindsay for volunteering during the festival.  Overall, the feedback was good, but 

attendance was down somewhat from the previous year, where we had perfect weather. It seemed like 

there was a lot of extra “stuff” going on around Warren Co compared to the past as well. We are still 

waiting for a couple final reimbursements and should have a final amount of funds raised at the 

December meeting.  

 

5. Grant Projects- 

-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 2: Good progress is being made on the bridge and the new 

bike trails have been cut in on the east side of the 48 bypass and into the Bike Park.  Casey has 

reached out to ODOT, they said after they finish paving, the contractor will need to install 

concrete curb ramps to meet ADA compliance and the project will be complete.  The estimated 

timeline is completion, just before Thanksgiving. 

-Parkside Property: The Trail design engineers, McGill, Smith, Pushon, have staked the proposed 

path. Casey walked the path on Monday to check the alignment and determine if there were any 

important trees or landmarks that should be avoided.  Everything looked good!  The goal is to bid 

the construction by the end of 2022.  

-North Broadway Trail: The City has received an Ohio Public Works Commission grant for 

$250k.  Other grant opportunities are being explored as well to help fund this project. The project 

is estimated to cost around $1 Mil and will be constructed in 2024. 

-Bowman Trail: This project is estimated at $1.6 Mil and would follow the former rail line from 

roughly the Armory, behind Colony Square, through the Bowman Nature Preserve up to Monroe 

Rd. The City has received a Transportation Alternative grant for 750k.  The City plans to apply 

for a Clean Ohio Trail Fund grant in 2023 for approximately $500k to make this project more 

feasible.  The project would go into construction in 2025 

 

6. Pleasant Park Playground 
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Casey hosted an Open House for the Pleasant Park neighborhood to comment on the proposed 

playground on October 27th.  Resident Fran Hawkins helped create flyers and reached out to the 

neighborhood to invite them to the meeting.  Six residents attended the meeting.  Overall, the 

feedback on the proposed play structure was positive.  With all agreeing the traditional play 

structure for the older kids being the preferred choice.  One resident, there with his young 

daughter, mentioned it would be nice to move all the play equipment to one area instead of 

separate areas for the younger and older kids because if you have kids in two different age groups 

it is hard to watch them from the two areas.  A group of kids playing in the park looked at the 

board and liked the new playground.  One mentioned it would be nice to have a ga-ga pit added 

somewhere in the park.  

 

The other feedback offered by attendees included: 

-The group would like to have restroom facilities re-installed 

-A need for more of a police presence, especially at dusk and at night to send folks home after 

hours 

-The group likes the open space on the east side of the property so kids can play football or other 

sports 

-The group is concerned that there isn’t much for teenagers to do.  They recommended a 

skatepark as a good option and felt the proposed location in Colonial Park West would be good.  

-There was some concern that there isn’t much for handicap children to do.  Casey explained that 

the Harmon Park was set up with multiple play features geared towards handicap children.   

-The group did appreciate the Police hosting National Night Out in Pleasant Park 

 

The City has budgeted $290k for the project which will include the installation of artificial turf 

under the play equipment instead of traditional mulch.  The goal is to get the equipment ordered 

in early 2023 and installed in the first half of the year. Casey is working with GameTime to get a 

final price on the project to ensure it is in budget.  

 

7. 2023 Budget-  

The 2023 City budget was viewed by Council at last night’s Work Session.  The highpoints in the 

budget regarding parks is there is money budgeted for the Pleasant Park Playground, Trail Work 

on the French Run Trail, Repaving portions of the Countryside YMCA trail, and getting a full 

time position in the Parks Division of the Public Works Dept.  

 

Casey asked the group if they could come up with activities that might be interesting to 

Teenagers. Jeff mentioned creating a wiffleball field, and Barbie mentioned a sand volleyball 

court as options. 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 PM in the City Building  

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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